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W. W. Dickens, Treasurer 





, 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Call for petitionary letters. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Reports of Messengers. 
Miscellaneous. 

Appoint Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Report of Standing Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Treasurer’s Report. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Report of Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 

Appoint Standing Committee. 

Appoint place of next meeting. 

Appoint Brother to preach Introductory Sermon. 
Miscellaneous. 

Call and correct Roll and read Minutes. 
Adjourn. 





Sermon. 





DIRECTORY 







STANDING COMMITTEES 






State Missions—P. H. Lowry, H. B. Gowen. 
Sunday Schools—J. W. Higginbotham, E. W. Barton. 
Woman’s Work—A. A. Lomax, B. B. McCullough. 
Publication—W. I. Hargis, B. P. Gooch. 

" Home Mission—N: W. P. Bacon, W. W. Dickens. 
Orphanage—Epsie Jennings, D. C. Perkins. 
Education—D. D. Shuck, S. R. Lamb. 

Foreign Missions—H. W. Rockett, H. W. Burns. 
Sustentation—J, R. Taylor, J. M. Davis. 
+ 
















MINISTERIAL REGISTER 










ORDAINED MINISTERS 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. G. W. Hollowell, Reynolds. — 
H. L. Johnson, Nolen. W. I. Hargis, University. 

H. W. Rockett, Harrison. N. W. P. Bacon, Oxford. 

D. A. Givens, Coffeeville. J. R. Taylor, Taylor. 

D. D. Shuck, Water Valley. Terry Boxx, Banner. 









LICENTIATES 


C. L. Neely, Water Valley. W.H. Hudson, Water Valley. 
B. L. McKee, Water Valley. 









MINUTES 


The Oxford Baptist Association convened its Thirty- 
Second Annual Session with Liberty Hill Church at Fletcher, 
Mississippi, on Thursday, September 5, 1901. A large rep- 
resentation from the different churches was present. 

At the hour appointed the congregation was assembled 
by song. 

Brother S. R. Lamb was chosen to act as Moderator pro 
tem., in Brother W. I. Hargis’ absence. 

The Clerk, Brother J. D. Peacock, not being present, F. 
A. Lamb was elected Clerk pro tem. 

After temporary organization, Brother A. A. Lomax 
read 13th chapter of Ist Corinthians and commented on the 
truths taught therein. After which he lead in an earnest ap- 
peal to God to guide us in all things. 

The letters were then called for. The Moderator ap- 
pointed Brothers B. P. Gooch and S. R. Lamb to read the 
letters. Eighteen letters were presented and read. 

CHURCHES AND MESSENGERS 

Big Springs—T. L. Boydston, W. J. Edgar, 8S. 
Downey, F. D. Boydston. 

Bethany—H. B. Gowen. 

Bethel—J. M. Davis. 

Concord—E. S. Moore, F. M. Jones, J. W. Higgin- 
botham, H. M. Gardner. 

Clear Creek—W. C. Wells, E. H. Barry, I. H. McElroy, 
H. L. Bunch, Mrs. K. E. Bunch. 

Courtland—No letter. 

Good Hope—F. A, Lamb, E. M. Thornton, J. A. Wood- 
ruff, B. B. McCullough, A. 8. Woodruff. 
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Liberty Hill—Jessie McCullough, H. W. Burns, T. M. 
Tyler, Golie McCullough. 

Mt, Gilead—J. H. Fiew, E. W. Barton. 

Mt. Pisgahy—-Perry Burkhalter. 

New Liberty—H. G. Martin, B. L. McKee. 

Pope—T. A’. Deaton, H. W. Rockett, C. A. Lyppe. 

Panola—A. A. Lomax, W. W. Dickens, S. R. Lamb. 

Pilgrim’s Rest—W. A. McCowan, L. C. Pollard. 

Paris—J. M. Boxx. 

Ptoccowa—Misses Anna Woodruff and Lizzie Shuford. 

Shady Grove—Eli Hollowell, Terry Boxx, R. C. Mc- 
Kenny, G. W. House. 

Union—R. C. Henry. 

Water Valley—D. D. Shuck, H. L. Johnson, W. M. Van- 
derburg and wife, H. H. Johnson, aiee Johnson. 

Yellow Leaf—No letter. 

Yocona—J. R. Taylor, Jeff Tubbs. 

After the reading of the the letters, the hour having ar- 
rived for preaching, Brother H. W. Rockett was invited to 
the pulpit, in the absence of Brother N. W. P. Bacon, the 
appointee to preach the introductory sermon. He read some 
verses commencing with 5th and reading to 37th of 4th chap- 
ter of John. He preached an able sermon, using these words 
as a theme: ‘*My meat is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to finish his work.’’ 

After the sermon the audience joined in singing the old 
and familiar hymn, ‘‘How Firm a Foundation.”’ 

On motion by Brother W. W. Dickens, we agreed to ad- 
journ for noon to meet at 1:30 p.m. Brother D. D. Shuck 
led the closing prayer. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


After having enjoyed a sumptuous meal and a ‘‘hearty 
hand shake’’ the Association was called together by singing 
‘Nearer My God to Thee. 
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brother D. D. Shuck read to us from 10th chapter of 
John. ‘Giving us some lessons in Baptist doctrines.” He 
led the prayer in an earnest appeal to God for divine guid- 
ance in our deliberations. 

On motion of Brother H. W. Rockett the body went into 
permanent organization. 

On motion of Brother D. C. Perkins the clerk was au- 
thorized to cast the unanimous vote for Brother I. L. John- 
son as Moderator. 

On motion of Brother H. W. Rockett Brother W. I. 
Hargis was authorized to cast the unanimous vote for F. A. 
Lamb for Clerk. 

On motion of Brother S. R. Lamb the clerk was author- 
ized to cast the unanimous vote of the body for W. W. 
Dickens for Treasurer. ; 

Having thus fully organized the order of business of 
previous session was adopted. 

Petitionary letters were called for, but no response. 


The brethren who had visited other Baptist bodies were 
asked to make a verbal report. Brother A. A. Lomax re- 
sponded; having visited the State Convention, he told of the 
proceedings of that body. Brother W. W. Dickens also at- 
tended the State Convention, and he impressed each one 
, that it was a great blessing to be in such a meeting. 

Bro. W. W. Dickens suggested that we have a Committee 
on Obituaries especially in memory of our dearly beloved 
Brother R. G. Hewlett, who has been a corner-stone to our 
Association since its organization. 


On motion of Brother I. W. Rockett the Moderator ap- 


pointed a committee to prepare obituaries, namely, Brothers 


H. W. Rockett, A. A. Lomax, H. L. Finley and J. W. Ilig- 
ginbotham. 


On motion of Brother D. D. Shuck the report on mis- 
sions was set for Friday at 10 a. m. 


The report on Publications to be read in the afternoon of 
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The Moderator appointed Brothers B. B. McCullough, T. 
L. Boydston and J. A. Woodruff as Finance Committee. 
Brother D. D. Shuck suggested that we meet at 9 a. m., 
adjourn at 12 noon, reassemble at 1:30 p. m., adjourn at4 p. m. 
On motion of brother W. W. Dickens the pastor and 
deacons were appointed the Committee on Devotional Ex- 








ercises. 





Under the head of Standing Committees Brother D. C. 
Perkins read areport on Orphanage, which was spoken to by 
himself, Brothers A. A. Lomax and W. I, Hargis. Report 
adopted, 








‘“THE ORPHANAGE” 





In offering report on ‘‘Orphanage,’’ we beg to submit 
that not so much is needed now in the way of defining an “‘Or- 
phanage,”’ as in attracting and holding the attention; awak- 
ening and securing the affection of a people to our own be- 
loved ‘Orphans’ Ilome;’’ its work and workers. Trying 
ever to realize and remember that among the objects fostered 
by baptist Churches are no ‘‘firsts’’ and ‘‘seconds,’’ but that 
all are God-given duties, privileges and blessings. Not one 
above another. ‘ 

Orphans and Orphans’ Ilomes need but a hearing by 
men and women to insure sympathy; an intelligent presenta- 
tion and knowledge of the loneliness and needs of the fath- 
erless ever awaken tender interest and responsive aid. 

Your Committee has had reason to suspect that there are 
in the land men and women, members of churches, who do 
not know the location of their church orphanage; that some 
do not know that there is an orphanage belonging to their 
church; and possibly some who have never given anything 
to an orphanage. We are loathe to believe that there can be 
within the bounds of the Oxford Association such lack of fa- 
miliarity with the blessings at our door. Surely there is not 
a Baptist community or family who have not enjoyed the 
blessing of giving in some way something to our own Or- 
phans’ Home, chartered July 18, 1894, and opened May 12, 
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1897, in a rented house in Jackson, Miss., with Brother 
Foster superintendent. 

Opened in a rented house, but, by the grace of God, “it 
is endowed in divine promise” and built upon God’s people; 
deeded to the Baptist Churches of Mississippi and is not a 
beggar. The title to the property is vested in a Board of 
Trustees, representing different sections of the State, men of 
ability and business, whose plan and purpose is to steer clear 
vf all incumbrances and financial embarassments. 


In God’s name, a home by God’s people for protecting, 
maintaining, educating and training fatherless and homeless 
boys and girls. It is not, however, a house of correction for 
reclaiming the vicious and the bad, but where those wishing 
to, may safely find for adoption to gladden their homes, 
children of sound bodies, minds, morals and of correct 
precedent. 

In conclusion, let us rejoice and thank God fervently for 
Brother L. S. Foster and Sister Foster, the Board of Trustees 
and our Orphans’ Home, which from a rented house in 1897 
has grown to 112 acres of fine land, well improved, in West 
Jackson, Miss., partially improved with a central brick build- 
ing almost complete, two six-room cottages, superintendent’s 
home, office, printing office and press, plenty of good water, 
buggies, wagons, cows, and home-like necessities to the val- 
uation of about $25,000.00; and fifty fatherless boys and 
girls being cared for at the cost of about $5.00 per month 
each, and not in debt. A fixed and steady purpose for more 
room, more children and service for God. 


Where does all this money come from? Brethren, did 
we give anything to it? Friend, is your name written there? 


At our State Convention our Association was pledged on 
the Orphanage building fund for One Hundred Dollars, pay- 
able by December 1, 1901—a matter for your consideration. 

May your Committee not indulge the hope that the ‘Or- 
phanage’”’ be brought to the special attention of every Bap- 
tist, yea, to every Sunday School child in our midst, and 
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that the Association recommend that every church shall ask 
at least regular quarterly collections for the Orphanage. 
Respectfully, 

D. C. PERKINS. 







There having been a pledge of One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) made by Brother Sturdivant in behalf of the Ox- 
ford Association to the Building Committee of the Orphanage 
the different churches here represented were asked for 
pledges, to which they responded as follows: 












Big Springs......... $ 5 00 PLOCOWS 56:6: ie'esare ise $ 5 00 
Bethany os 16% 5,5 xscn2 5 00 Shady Grove......... 2 00 
COonoor os esieceies edie 5 00 POG iis oi0 ois o baisie ees 2 00 
Clear Creek......... 5 00 UMIGM 5's 5 dete dios 1 00 
Good Hope.......... 5 00 VOOOGE. 6.5 esnnee's 10 00 
Liberty Hill......... 5 00 Bethel i665. c55658c05.0%0' 5 00 
Mount Gilead........ 5 00 POD. oii is eke erase ie toss He 5 00 
OxfOPD s ssi onde sreiee: crore 20 00 POND 5.65 556 sia cine 5 00 
New Liberty......... 250 Cash paid............ 2 50 






On motion of Brother H. W. Rockett the Moderator ap- 
pointed an Apportionment Committee, as follows: W. J. Ed- 
gar, H. B. Gowen, J. M. Davis, J. W. Higginbotham, W. C. 
Wells, A. 8S. Woodruff, H. Tyler, J. H. Fiew, H. G. Martin, 
W. I. Hargis, C. A. Lyppe, W. W. Dickens, J. C. Broome, J. 
M. Boxx, H. W. Rockett, R. C. McKenny, R. C. Henry, W. 
M. Vanderburg, J. F. Tubbs. 

After which the Association adjourned. 

















FRIDAY 






The Association was called together at 9 a. m. by sing- 
ing ‘‘Amazing Grace.” 

Brother H. L. Finley read some Scripture from 1st and 
2d chapters of Paul’s Letter to the Phillipians. Brother W. 
I. Hargis led the prayer. 
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The minutes of the previous day were read and approved, 

Brother A. V. Rowe having come in was invited to join 
in the discussions to follow. 

Brother H. L. Finley, who is missionary in North Mis- 
sissippi, gave some of his experiences in the work. which 
were very interesting. 

Under the head of standing Committees Brother B. P. 
Gooch read his report on prayer meeting and family worship. 
lle led the discussion. Brother A. A. Lomax also spoke to 
the report, emphasizing the importance of family prayer. 
Report adopted. 


PRAYER MEETINGS AND FAMILY WORSHIP 


The most difficult meeting to maintain in our churches is 
the prayer meeting. So difficult it is that very few of our 
country churches have such meetings. 

The energy, thought and devotion which are required to 
‘ maintain a helpful, inspiring and a soul-uplifting prayer 
meeting is sometimes very great, and often it would seem the 
results do not justify the efforts. 

Your Committee most earnestly recommends that, if pos- 
sible, our pastors urge the churches to keep up a weekly 
prayer meeting. 

Family worship is now almost exclusively confined to our 
preachers and a few faithful, consecrated deacons. 

What this earth needs immensely is more home piety, 
and there can be no deep, heart-stirring piety without home 
worship. The men and women who are standing stalwart 
and heroic in the world’s greatest battles are those who have 
come forth from homes where worship was maintained. 

He who can look back to childhood’s happy days and see 
father and mother bowed around the old hearth-stone, has a 
vision as bright as ever Jacob had who saw a ladder let down 
upon which angels were ascending and descending. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. P. Goocn. 
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Song, ‘‘Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” 
Prayer by Brother D. D. Shuck. 
Brother D. D. Shuck read a report on missions. He 
gave his time to Brother A. V. Rowe, who spoke at length on 
the report, defining clearly the true meaning of missions as 
brought out in the report, ‘*the telling of the story of Christ 
wherever there is a lost soul,’’ and gave us a great deal of 
information as to the good accomplished through missionary 
work. 

Brother A. A. Lomax also spoke to the report, urging us 
to give more to the work. 

The audience then joined in singing ‘‘From Greenland’s 
icy Mounhtains.”’ 

On motion of Brother W. I. Hargis we adjourned for 
noon. 

The Moderator appointed as a Committee on Nominations 
Brothers S. R. Lamb, B. P. Gooch and II, B. Gowen. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


While singiug ‘‘Come Tnou Fount of Every Blessing,”’ 
the audience assembled. 

The Moderator invited Brother H. L. Finley to lead the 
prayer. 

The discussion on the report of Missions was continued 
by Brother H. L. Finley who has been identified with mission 
work for forty years, more or less. 

Report adopted. 


MISSIONS 


Missions are but the telling of the story of Christ 
wherever there is a lost soul. 

Christ says, ‘‘I come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.”’ It does not matter whether or not the lost dwells in 
our own State or nation, whether in China, Japan, India, 
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Burmah, Africa, Mexico, South America, or any of the 
islands of the sea, the love of God for a lost world should be 
told. 

From the days of John, the first Baptist preacher of New 
Testament times, until now, Baptists have been active in 
proclaiming the gospel. It was only when the hand of civil 
authority was laid heavily upon us that we ceased to zeal- 
ously announce to the world a crucified redeemer. The past 
achievements of Baptists is a cause of congratulation. The 
past is filled with Baptist labors, Baptist tears, Baptist blood 
and Baptist triumphs. The denomination is fostering District, 
State, Home and Foreign missions. 

Baptisis received from the lips of the Savior these words, 
“Go ye into all the world.’’ ‘‘Ye shall be witnesses of me in 
Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth.”’ 

Last year Baptists gave $156,000 for the foreign mission 
work. We have 375 laborers and as a result of their labors 
1,009 were baptized. God seems to be taking Baptists by the 
hand and leading them across seas and oceans, and, lifting 
up his hands, points to the people and says, ‘‘The fields are 
already white unto harvest.”’ 

Brethren, Churches of Christ! ought we to falter when 
the King of Kings opens, gives us men and money, and says, 
“Go and I will go with you?” 

Already the East gleams with the dawn, the hill-tops are 
sunlit and the clouds are emerald-hued. With an uplifting 
faith in God’s promises let us go forth telling the story until 
the Star of Bethlehem shall rise and shine in every home of 
all nations. Respectfully submitted, 

D. D. Suuck, 
Bb. B. McCULLouau. 


A letter from Mount Pisgah was here read and its repre- 
sentatives enrolled. 


Brother B. F. Whitten, co-editor of the Souther Baptist, 
Memphis, Tenn., was invited to a seat with us. 
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Brother H. W. Rockett read a report on publication. 
Brother W. I. Hargis moved its adoption. 
Brother H. W. Rockett led the discussion in an earnest 
appeal to every Christian to educate himself by reading good 
literature, recommending the Baptist and many other good 
papers. 
Song, ‘‘All Ilail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”’ 
The discussion continued by Brothers H. L. Finley, A. 
VY. Rowe, Terry Boxx, Il. L. Johnson and D. D. Shuck. Re- 
port adopted. 


















PUBLICATIONS 





{Probably the greatest factor of the day in developing the 
moral and religious life of the people is the printing press. 
People who never listen to a sermon will find instruction or 
amusement in reading. 

To a large extent, the products of the press are mislead- 
ing as to truth, corrupting as to morals, and deleterious to 
the health of the soul. Therefore, we ought to exercise dis- 
crimination in our choice of reading matter lest that which 
should be a blessing to us should prove a curse. 

Your Committee recommends to our common Baptist 
brotherhood, and to the reading public at large, for healthy 
mind and soul food, the following: The productions of the 
American Baptist Publication Society at Philadelphia; the 
Baptist Book Concern at Louisville; the Sunday School Lit- 
erature of the Southern Baptist Convention at Nashville; the 
Foreign Mission Journal, Home Field, and Orphanage Gem. 
Above all, we should take and read our State paper, The 
Baptist, the organ of our State Convention. 

H. W. RocKETT. 



















On motion of Brother W. I. Hargis, 10 a. m. Saturday 
morning was set for report and discussion on Education. 








f Report of Apportionment Committee was read and 
adopted, as follows: 
Big Springs........ $1000 Water Valley........ $250 00 
Bethehis iiss casides 7 50 Mt. Pisgah.......... 10 00. 






eee 


14 THE OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


Courtland 

Good Hope ‘ 45 00 

Shady Grove 10 00 

Pisgah 10 00 

Bethany 35 00 

Concord 25 00 Liberty Hill 
Union 5 50 Mt. Gilead 
New Liberty....... 6 25 Batesville 
Pilgrim’s Rest 20 00 Ptocowa 
Yellow Leaf 


Report on Sunday School was read by Brother H. B. 
Gowen. He led the discussion, spoken to by Brother brown. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Your Committee on Sunday Schools begs leave to say 
that from an examination of the letters from the churches, 
we find that there are 14 Sunday Schools in the bounds of this 
Association, with a total enrollment of 800 pupils, and 95 offi- 
cers and teachers. 

We are happy to note that without exception the litera- 
ture of the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is being used in the Schools of this Association. 


We would offer the following observations upon Sunday 
School work: 


I. Its Luportance .—Jesus said to the Jews, ‘‘Search the 
Scriptures, and they are they that testify of me.” The pur- 
pose of the Sunday School is to study the Scriptures, and 
thereby learn of Jesus. ‘Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” Salvation is conditioned upon 
Jaith, and without a knowledge of the Bible no one can have 
a knowledge of Christ, and hence cannot be saved. There- 
fore, you see the importance of Sunday Schools. Every 
church should have a Sunday School. 

Il. low to Make the 


Sunday School a Suecess.—First, 
The superintende 


| per nt must put his heart into the work, and 
give his time to it: he must be prompt. Second, The tedch- 
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ers must be Godly men and women, with the work upon their 
hearts: they also must be prompt. Third, Parents must co- 
operate with superintendent and teachers, both by going 
when they can themselves, and encouraging the children to 
gro when they cannot go; help the children with the lesson, 
or better still, parents and children should study the lesson 
together. 

Ill. /tesults.—Some of the results of Sunday School 
work, properly conducted, will be a more intelligent under- 
standing of the word of God, earlier conversions, and a more 
intelligent and efficient church membership. 

Let us put more heart and energy into our Sunday 
Schools. Respectfully submitted, 

H. B. GOWEN. 


Brother D. D. Shuck proposed to amend the report of 


‘Brother H. B. Gowen by adding the following: 


“by reference to the minutes of 1900 it will be observed 
that only 12 out of a total of 25 churches composing Oxford 
Association have Sunday Schools. 

‘The aim of Baptists is a Sunday School in every church. 
In view of the immense good accomplished by the Sunday 
Schools, both upon the church and also upon the mis- 
sion cause; be it therefore, 

‘Resolved, Ist, That the pastors of this Association be 
requested to give two Sundays each during the associational 
year to the organization and maintainance of Sunday 
Schools. 

‘Resolved, 2nd, That a committee of three be appointed 
by the Association to select workers and assign territory.” 


The Oxford letter was here read. 

The Nomination Committee reported, nominating Bethany 
as next place of meeting; Brother D. D. Shuck to preach the 
introductory sermon, J. R. Taylor alternate. 

After considerable discussion on place of meeting, Clear 
Creek having werked hard for it, the report was adopted. 
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On motion of Brother H. W. Rockett we adjourned to 
meet at ¥ a. m. Saturday morning. 


Brother H. W. Rockett led the dismissal prayer. 


SATURDAY 


Association called to order by singing ‘‘How Firm a 
Foundation.”’ 

Brother Terry Boxx read some Scripture from Acts xxvi. 

Song, ‘Did Christ O’er Sinners Weep.”’ 

brother J. R. Taylor led the prayer. 

Brother W. I. Hargis read the following resolution, which 
was adopted by rising vote: 

‘‘Information having reached this body that President 
McKinley, the chief executive of the United States, has been 
recently assassinated. 

“Resolved, That this body is both shocked and grieved 
at the sad calamity which has befallen our nation.”’ 

(P. 8.—The above was suggested by the first report that 
was sent out, stating that the President had been assassi- 
nated, and it was thought that he was dead. ]—CLERK. 

On motion by Brother W. I. Hargis the Clerk was in- 
structed to write the clerk of each church that sent no money 
for Minutes to do so, that they might obtain the Minutes of 
this Association. 

After discussing the means by which the Association 
could induce those churches not represented to doso, Brother 
H. W. Rockett Suggested that the Moderator appoint Brother 
J. R. Taylor as a committee to visit Yellow Leaf Church and 


insist on them sending delegates. 
Brother Terry Boxx 

prevail on them to send a 
On motion of Brot 

Committee was to com 


was requested to visit Pisgah and 
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operate with the local board. The place of meeting‘ to be 
Good Hope Church. 

On motion of Brother J. A. Woodruff Brother H. W. 
Rockett was appointed as delegate to the Southern Baptist 
Convention to convene in Asheville, N. C., in May next, 
Brother D. D. Shuck alternate. 

Those to represent this body in the State Convention to 
convene at Water Valley, Miss., in July next, are as follows: 
brothers W. I. Hargis, H. W. Rockett, W. W. Dickens, J. W. 
Higginbotham, J. M. Davis, J. R. Taylor, H. B. Gowen, 
Terry Boxx, H. L. Johnson, T. C. Brown, R. C. Henry, D. D. 
Shuck, P. H. Lowry, A. A. Lomax. 

Under the head of Standing Committees Brother W. I. 
Hargis read a report on Education, spoken to by himself, 
Brothers H. W. Rockett and J. R. Taylor. 

Song, ‘‘Jesus Lover of My Soul.’’ 

The hour appointed for preaching having arrived lirother 
D. D. Shuck read to us from the 11th chapter of Revelation, 
using as a topic part of the 3rd verse, ‘‘And I will give power 
to my two witnesses.’’ After an able discourse he led the 
prayer. 

Upon suggestion of Brother B. F. Whitten the Associa- 
tion and congregation complimented the Liberty Hill Church 
with $13.75 in cash to enable them to finish painting the newly 
constructed house of worship. 

The Association then adjourned for noon. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
Congregation called to order by singing ‘‘Grace, ’Tis a 
Charming Sound.”’ 4 
Prayer led by Brother J. W. Higginbotham. 
Discussion of Education continued by Brother W. I. 
Hargis. Report adopted. 


EDUCATION 
This is an age of‘education. In evidence of that fact, 













vee cose caeueane me am 
quootive 


money is being spent for that purpose, by both government, 
including both national and state, and individuals than ever 
before. Better facilities for the equipment of both teachers 
and schools are being provided than in any previous age. 

Almost any boy or girl who desires to do so can get 
education now. The demands 


8.8, Work, 


an 
for educated people—well 
educated people—is greater than ever before. But the mis- 
take of educating the mind and neglecting the heart is too 
often made. Such edue: 







ution may be dangerous both to the 
individual and to society. Both should go hand in hand. 


We have a large number of schools that are doing this. 
Such is the mission of the denominaticnal schools, Other 
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we have more and better schools than ever before. More 
“ 
: 
\ 





a things being equal, denominational schools are for this rea- 

son the best schools. And for Baptists none are so ‘good as 

fe * Baptist schools. And we have just cause for pride in the 
PS fact that we have so many sciools of this kind. 

f ‘ Our Mississippi College at Clinton, Miss » is a school of 

F ; which all Mississippi Baptists may be justly proud. While 

F not largely endowed with money and magnificent buildings, 

B : it is munificently endowed with a splendid president and fac- 

pe ulty of Christian men. It not only makes scholars but men 

. ) ee! also. Any school that fails to make men and women of its 

: ; we students as well as scholars has most signally failed in fulfill- 

+. 1 : ing the highest mission of a school. Mississippi College is 

- 






; the place of all others for the education of the Baptist boys 
4 of Mississippi. 







We should do violence both 


to our judgment and con- 
science were we to fail to 


Say that Blue Mountain Female 
College is the place to educate the Baptist girls of Mississippi. 
It not only compares favorably with any female college in the 
South, but, in the judgment of your committee, is superior in 
some respects to all others of which we have any knowledge. 

In regard to theological schools for the education of 


preachers, our theological] seminary at Louisville, Ky., is one 
of the best in the world. 


In referring to the 
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intend any discrimination against other Baptist schools, 
which are legion, but it is an admitted fact that these easily 
lead so far as Missispippi Baptists are concerned, all of which 
we most heartily recommend to the thoughtful consideration 
of this Association, * 
We rejoice to note the loyalty of Mississippi Baptists to 
both Mississippi College and Blue Mountain Female College. 
As further facts concerning our schools, and the excel- 
lent advantages they offer, will be brought out in the discus- 
sion of this paper, we beg to submit to you this report. 
Respectfully, 
W. 1. Harais, 
EK. W. Barton. 


Brother J. W. Higginbotham reported an obituary of 
Brother R. G. Hewlett. Report adopted. 

feuben Green Hewlett was born on the 22d of June, 1834, 
and died April 26, 1901; was educated in Mississippi 
and Tennessee, entered the ministry in the year 1857 or ’58, 
and was a faithful preacher of God’s word for more than 40 
years. Sound in doctrine, bold in its proclamation, fearless 
in opposing everything that opposed God’s word: consistent 
in the enunciation of the truth as he found it in that word. 

During the fall of 1869 or early in 1870, after surveying 
the field very carefully, and seeing the vast area covered by 
the Coldwater Association, R. G. Hewlett, in connection with 
one Brother Byers, thought it not only feasible but for the 
best interest of the Baptist cause in this section to organize a 
new association. 

Accordingly a time was appointed, and a number of 
brethren met at old Yocona Church in 1870 and the organiza- 
tion of the Oxford Association was consummated, with Elder 
Whitfield Dupuy as its first modertor. He having served 
three years as moderator, the constitutional limit, R. G. Hew- 
lett was chosen to succeed him. He served three years. He 
afterwards served several years in the same capacity. 


It was he who first Suggested that the honor and respon- 
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: sibilities of the office of moderator be shared by the lay 
: ; members of the body and not confined exclusively to the 

; ministry. 

= : He moved off to Arkansas during the eighties, was ab- 
a * ; sent from the State five or six years, but attended the ses- 
¢ ; sions of the body each year except one or two. 

s He was a staunch and earnest advocate of all the interests 





fostered by the Association. His whole heart and soul were 
in the work of the Association. His life work was done 







mainly within the bounds of the Oxford Association. He 

may justly and truly be called the father and founder of the 

Oxford Association. Its friend and supporter throughout all 

; its past history, and should this Association live till the dawn 

of the millennial age it will never have within its bounds or 

"hs membership a sounder preacher, a mcre Godly man, a better 










citizen, a truer friend, than was R. G. Hewlett. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. W. Rockett, 
H. L. FINLey, 
A. A. Lomax, 












rs J. W. HiGGiInporuam, 
a4: Committee. 
Ps < 4 Committee on Finances reported as follows: 
ge ¥ | MON sin 6 5B v bin tn hs digester cin. ce. dhe $40 28 
eae Minutes and Clerk fee........................... 0 34 00 
+! BN OMS 659 as te ac axe ga ce ices 2 50 





i The Treasurer was instructed to turn over the money as 
designated. 







Brother H. L. Johnson read a report on Sustentation and 


led the discussion, spoken to by Brother D. D. Shuck. Re- 
port adopted. 








SUSTENTATION 





Your Committee on Sustentation would say that one of 
Heaven’s , best gifts to the church and the world are our 
ministers. The Master has put preaching first, the topmost 


work of his people. The preacher’s work is not chosen like 




















IN. 


ed by the lay 
lusively to the 


rhties, was ab- 
tended the ses- 


all the interests 
and soul were 
ork was done ( 
sociation. He 

founder of the 

throughout all 

e till the dawn 

its bounds or 5 

man, a better 


d, 

/KETT, 

EY, 

AX, 
INBOTHAM, 
Committee. 
hesianeies $40 28 
vee eer 34 00 
Sele oe 2 50 


the money as 
itentation and 
Shuck. Re- 


r that one of 
orld are our 

the topmost 
; chosen like 








REUBEN GREEN HEWLETT. 
Born June 2%, 1834; Died A pril 26, 1901 














THE OXFORD BaPTisT ASSOCIATION. 21 


other professions, they are called to this work by the Holy 
Spirit. Our preachers devote their time, talent, and often 
their substance, beyond their ability to forward the Lord’s 
cause, This is said of those truly called to preach. 

Some of our servants are spared to us to a point in life 
when they are no longer able to work for Christ and cannot 
support themselves. We should ‘“‘esteem them very higly in 
love for their work’s sake,’”’ and give to them our hearty ma- 
terial support. Our State Board is making an effort to assist 
in this work but can only help as we give for this cause. We 
ask every church to contribute to the support of our aged 
ministers. H. L. JOHNSON, 


Brother D. D. Shuck suggested to change the Directory 
so as to read State Missions instead of Prayer Meeting and 
Family Worship; Home Missions for Missions and Foreign 
Missions for Duties of Baptists as Citizens. So ordered by 
Association. 

brother J. W. Higginbotham reported on Duties of Bap- 
tists as Citizens and led the discussion. Report adopted. 


DUTIES OF BAPTISTS AS CITIZENS 


Citizen, in a general sense, is a native or permanent 
resident in a country. As used in the United States, a per- 
son, native or naturalized, who has the privilege of exercis- 
ing the elective franchise, or the qualifications which enable 
him to vote for rulers, and to purchase and hold real estate. 

Baptists then, in common with others, enjoy all the 
rights and privileges that free civil government can confer. 
But along with these privileges come grave responsibilities. 
It is implied in the definition of the word citizen that one of 
the most inestimable rights of the individual is that of voting, 
or helping elect and place in power those who are to make 
and exeeute the laws under which he is to live. 

Baptists as a people, nearly all of them south of Chicago, 
also east and west of the hub of higher criticism, accept and 
believe God’s word true. But it often happens that their 
faith and works do not agree. Baptists as Christians believe 
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that righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people. When the righteous are in authority the people 
rejoice, but when the wicked beareth rule the people mourn. 
It is then evidently the duty of Baptists to advocate such 
means and measures as will exalt the nation, benefit and pro- 
tect individuals and honor God. Baptists as Christians de- 
plore the ravages of intemperance. Then as citizens they 
should oppose it, and Oppose anybody and everybody who 
favors the nefarious business of dealing in intoxicating 
liquors, 

Baptists as Christians detest the barbarous practice called 
mob law. It is their duty as citizens to speak out against and 
oppose the heathenish practice. Stand by the civil officers 
and see that the laws are faithfully executed, and there will 
be no place or use for mob violence. 

Baptists as Christians believe in the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath and its proper observation. It is their duty as citizens 
to help put God-fearing men into office and power, who will 
oppose the desecration of the holy day in official and govern- 
mental ways, and then Oppose individually its profanation in 
the customary way in the community in which you live. 

Baptists as citizens should, as they have ever done as 


Christians, stand for religious and civil liberty for them- 
selves and for all people. 


and duties of life, 


This subject is almost limitless, but will close with the 
words of J. B. Gambrell, which are the sentiments of your 
Committee: ‘That we should strive to transfer through mis- 
sionaries to all heathen countries a saving knowledge of God's 
word.”’ Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. Hicomsornam, 
J. R. Taytor. 
On motion of Brother W. I, Hargis the Clerk was in- 
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structed to have as many Minutes printed as the money paid 
in would justify, and distribute accordingly. 

Brother W. I. Hargis moved to adjourn to meet with 
Bethany at the time agreed. 

Brother I]. W. Rockett led the prayer. 

Song, ‘‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow.” 

Brother II. L. Johnson led the closing prayer. 


RESOLUTION OF THANKS 


Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due, and are 
hereby tendered, the good people of this community for their 
generous hospitality during the present session of this body. 

Respectfully, 
W. I. Harais. 
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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE 1, The Association shall be called the Oxford 
Baptist Association, which shall meet annually. The object 
of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal intercourse and 
love between the churches composing this body, and unite to 
their efforts in the great work of advancing the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. In the prosecution of these objects, the dissemi- 
nation of the Gospel by missionary operations, both, home 
and abroad, shall receive their encouragement, fostering 
care and support. It shall be the aims of this Association to 
promote the cause of Sabbath Schools, also the interest of 
general education, and more especially the education of the 
ministry. All Christian and charitable enterprises shall re- 
ceive their encouragement, among which the support of su- 
perannuated and worn-out ministers will receive especial at- 
tention. 

ArT. 2. Each church belonging to this Association shall 
be entitled to three representatives until the number of mem- 
bers reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for every twenty- 
five; provided, in no case shall any church have more than 
eight delegates. 

ArT. 3. The delegates present representing churches, 
shall, during the session, present their letters of correspond- 
ence, which must state their appointment, together with the 
number of members in fellowship, the number baptized, re- 
ceived by letter, restored, dismissed by letter, excluded and 
died during the year. 

Art. 4. Any church of this Association failing to rep-., 
resent herself at one meeting will be expected to state the 
reason thereof at the next meeting, and any church’ thus 
failing at two successive meetings, the Association may con- 
sider her dropped from her number, or may appoint a com- 
mittee to inquire into cause of such failure. 

Art. 5. Other churches approving our Articles of Faith, 
and desiring to act and live in fellowship with us, may be ad- 
mitted into this body by signifying their approval and desire 
by delegates and letters. 

ART. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, 
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Treasurer, and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at each 
annual meeting as soon as the letters from the churches are 
read and the names of the delegates enrolled. A majority of 
the votes cast being necessary to an election. 

ART. 7. Membership in this Association shall be essen- 
tial to eligibility to any office within the body. 

Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules or institute proceedings that shall infringe upon the in- 
dependence or rights of churches; but it may,) when re- 
quested by a church in its letter or correspondence, and not 
otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may separate 
from such churches as are known to walk disorderly. 

ART. 9. This Association may correspond by letter or 
messenger with other representative bodies of the Baptist de- 
nomination, 

ART. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meetings, 
appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many members 
as there shall be churches represented, with five additional 
members living in the same vicinity, any five of whom shall 
constitute a quorum. Each church shall have the privilege 
of nominating its own member of the board. Said board 
shall elect its own officers and shall have power to transact 
the business of the Association when the Association is not 
in session, and for this purpose meet as often as the chair- 
man shall deem necessary. An annual report of the pro- 
ceedings of the board shail be made to the Association. 

ART. 11. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 


members present, provided the proposition to change be made 
at a previous meeting. 
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